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Time to Chat! 

This year the art students will be chatting 

online in discussion groups about works of 

art for each of their classes. This another 

way to expose them to important works 

of art and artists as well as to get them ex-

amining and speaking about work intelli-

gently. I post works and questions and the 

students and I carry on conversations 

about works of art. Yes, they get points for 

chatting online!  

Godõs blessings, have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving!! 

 O Give Thanks to the Lord - For He is Good! 

Thanksgiving is upon us!  

On the home front Iõm thankful for the wonderful family God has blessed me with.  Iõm thankful 

I have a job in this troubling economy.  Iõm thankful that my kidsõ grandparents live close and 

that they have been able to have a wonderful relationship with all four.   

At school Iõm thankful for the enthusiasm of our students and their desire to improve their skills 

and understanding.  Iõm thankful for the tremendous progress I see happening this year in their 

work. Iõm thankful that we are at a school where Christ is proclaimed daily and that our students 

are not only getting a good academic background but a rich spiritual foundation as well. 

Are we always thankful people?  I must admit that I am not. While I see myself as a pretty con-

tent person, there are times when situations get to me (usually the ones out of my control). 1 

Thessalonians 5:18 tells us to, ògive thanks in all circumstances.ó  Why? Because we know that 

despite our earthly circumstances, our spiritual future is assured because of the death and resurrec-

tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is in controlñand thank goodness He is! While we take time to 

thank God this week for our temporal blessings, be sure to thank Him for the much more im-

portant eternal ones! 



ART OPPORTUNITIES 

Joel Grothaus (class of ô06) 

ART DEPARTMENT AND ALUMNI NEWS 

Art Alumni Update  

Alumni, Iõd love to hear from you! Tell me what you are up to and what artistic paths you have taken! 

Mr. Davis 

Joel  Machemer  (class of ô06) 

Since graduating from Lutheran NW, Joel has studied at 

Lawrence Tech, the College of Creative Studies and 

Wayne State University. He has worked as a graphic 

designer on projects for Henry Ford Health System, 

Hungry Howieõs and Citizenõs Bank. He recently began 

employment as a graphic designer at Digmshift. He en-

courages current students to follow what they are pas-

sionate about. Let God use your passion for His purpos-

es and let Him take care of the rest! 

Joelõs website is:  http://vimeo.com/joeltm 

Career Day February 2nd 

Mrs. Fink has once again put together a number of speakers to come in 

to speak to students about different careers this year.  As of this writ-

ing, she has three different speakers coming in to speak about their dif-

ferent art-related fields.  Current LHNW parent John Carlson will be 

discussing his job as a photographer, former LHNW student Rebecca 

Molnar will be speaking about her job as a graphic designer, and yearly 

visitor from the Art Institutes, Heidi Schall will once again be coming in 

to speak to the student about potential careers in the arts.  

 

I know that parents frequently have questions about the viability of an 

art-related career for their students. As we become a more visually 

dominated society the opportunities for artists are growing every year.  

Mrs. Schall has been a fabulous presenter in past years about the many 

different careers available in the arts.  She welcomes (and I encourage) 

any parents who are interested in attending her presentation.  This 

would be a great opportunity to get more information about artistic 

careers and to ask questions of someone who is steeped in this kind of 

knowledge. If any parents are interested in attending, please contact 

Mrs. Fink for the times of the presentations.  You are more than wel-

come into our classroom! 

 

Thanks also to Mrs. Fink for all her working in putting these opportuni-

ties together for our students! 

The average 

American 

spends 97,864 

hours working 

over a life-

time. Make 

sure you are 

doing some-

thing that you 

love! 



Teen Ink Cover Photo Contest (ongoing) 

Siena Heights University Portfolio Review Days (register at 

www.sienaheights.edu/artreview for days throughout the year) 

Celebrating Art Contest (Nov. 29) 

Scholastic Art and Writing Awards (Jan. 13) 

Nasco Sketchables Postcard Contest (Feb. 1) 

Courageous Persuaders Video Contest (Feb. 9) 

Dick Blick Block Printmaking Contest (March 15) 

Celebrating Art Contest (Apr. 3) 

Art Competitions, Exhibits, and Other Opportunities  

ART OPPORTUNITIES 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities see Mr. Davis or the contest board in the front 

of the art room for additional information. Many of these contests have cash or scholarship priz-

es. Regardless of whether you win or not, it is great to put your art into the public eye and to 

have it judged by others. It also looks great on your portfolio or resumeõ that you have entered 

your work in contests outside of your school. Good luck!  

òYouõll never 

know what 

you might 

accomplish 

until you 

try!ó 

Chelsea Didio a Finalist  

in the òDepict the Dó  

Photo Contest 

Chelsea Didio  (class of 2010) had one of her 

photos taken at a Red Wings game selected 

as a finalist in the òDepict the Dó photo con-

test. Out of 690 entries, her picture made 

the top 12!  While she didnõt win one of the 

top three prizes itõs still a great accomplish-

ment!  Thanks for all who voted for her!  

Kelsey Sugg Winner of Christmas Card Design Contest 

Each year the Graphic Arts students of Lutheran Northwest participate in a contest/assignment to 

design a Christmas Card. The winning design (chosen by Mr. Looker) is then sent out to our constit-

uency. This yearõs winner is Kelsey Sugg!  Her drawing of the Christ Child with his family is beauti-

ful! If you would like to utilize this card as the one that you send out this year to family and friends, 

sets of cards with this design can be purchased through Artsonia.com.  Congratulations to Kelsey!  

You can see more of her work on Artsonia.com! 
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Artsonia Forms Needed 

Artsonia Artist Statements 

Art students who wish to have their work posted online 

must turn in the Artsonia permission form with their par-

ents approval to Mr. Davis. Work cannot be posted 

without proper permission.  

Artsonia offers students the ability to place an òartistõs 

statementó with their work.  This is simply an explana-

tion of the project and their thinking behind what they 

did. It is good practice for them to talk about their art 

and to comment on the works of others as well.  I en-

courage our art students to do this with regularity, espe-

cially if they plan on making a career in art.  

Adding Up Artsonia 

(as of 11/20/2011) 

NW Artists Published  135 

NW Works Published  3785 

Hits to Site   37,890 

2011-12 Fan Club Members 118 

2011-12 Fan Comments 33 

ARTSONIA 

Have a LHNW 

Student Design 

your Christmas 

Card! 

Over the years we have posted a 

number of Christmas card de-

signs on our Artsonia site.  You 

can purchase packages of these 

cards from the site and support 

your LHNW Art Department at 

the same time!  Check out this 

yearõs designs as well as previous 

yearõs designs at  

Artsonia.com! Alyssa Brandt Winner of  

Artsoniaõs Artist of the Week! 

LHNWõs own Alyssa Brandt (side) recently won the 

òArtist of the Weekó award on Artsonia for the week of 

Nov. 7 -11.  She is the third student up for the award this 

year (David Wang and Lizzie Nimtz as well) and the 

first to win it! Her still life (see below) was one of 12 

selected for voting that week.  Alyssa received a plaque 

with her work on it as well as a $50 gift certificate to 

Dick Blick.  Her work also won a $100 gift certificate for 

LHNWõs Art Department as well!  Thanks Alyssa! To see 

more of Alyssaõs work visit Artsonia.com! 


